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REPORT OF CLARK DURGIN, 


Treasurer from Feb. 20, 1867, to March 12, 1867. 


‘ 

Feb. 20. Cash in the Treasury, $950 83 
Which is accounted for as follows : 

Paid Clark Durgin for public watering place, $3 00 

Andrew C. Thompson, breaking roads, 4 62 

J. B. Kendrick, printing town farm reports, 2 00 

Samuel P. Brown, bridge timber, 7 50 

Daniel Mitchel, labor on Seavey bridge, 15 00 

hy Uh on sheep, 6 00 

Green Greeley, Fs | 2.00 

Alvah Buswell, = ** Oru 

d. D. Philbrick,:j;; .$¢ 6 00 

C. E. Courier, 66 4 00 

C. W. Cole, auditor, 2 00 

H. 8. Clay, services and board, 18,00 

J. C. Kilburn, bill for Mrs.. Phelps, -s 2 00 

B. IF’. Peaslee’s bill for Rapsey Chase, _A 5 00 

Rufus Davis, for cleaning hall, N 1 50 

Hannah West, for support of J. W. West, 16 00 

James Scales, services, LU20 

Peter Sanborn, damage by bad road, 15 00 

* Clark Durgin, services, | 20 60 

Merriam Durgin, note and interest,. 115: 95 

Balance of cash on hand March 14, 1867, 684 50 

$950 83. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Whole amount of taxes committed to collector 


for 186¢, $5,593, 49 
The collector has discharged himself as follows : 

Cash paid town treasurer, $4,580 95 

Non-resident receipts, 113 

Abatement of taxes, 34 08 

» $4,616 16 

Amount due from collector, Biaetes SY fess ta7 

$5,093 49 

Mar. 14, Received of Clark Durgin, Treasurer for | 

the year 1866, $684 50 

20, Alfred Davis, hired money, 200 00 

April 12, Wm. B. Emery, for Wm. 

Brown, 70 00 » 

May 2, Wm. Graves, 500 00 

June 13, Levina Brown, 50 00 

Nancy M. Maxon, 35 00 

July 20, Wm. Graves, 500 00 

| _ W. H. Edmunds, collector, 685 00 

vat “< 66 “s 125 00 

Aug. 31, a ee ¢ 636 00 

Sept. 2, < 66 $s 200 00 

6, Wm. D. Woodbury, hired 

money, -100 00 

AyiB. Durgin, hired money, 100 00 

Abby Davis, Al a 50 00 

a W. Hz. estan collector, 102 00 

Oct. 24, 66 ss 340 00 

ef ey Moar, ie money, 500 00 

Novesv4, 6 6 s 300 00 

6, W. Hz. oe collector, 132 80 

13; “ 66 1,001 00 

Deon Ts State savings bank tax, 170 95 


Dec. 7 


J an. 
Feb. 


- Amount received, 


loys 


5 


Recetv ed Railroad tans 1,151 78 
Literary fund, 55 05 
United States bounties, 480 00 
W. H. Edmunds, collector, 104 00 
Simeon Hall, hired money, 200 00 
Green Greeley, as 100 00 
G. J. Swett, 6 150 00 
Josephine Wood, 300 00 
Nie wt Edmunds, coy 100 00 | 

¢ 117 00 
County, support of paupers, 187 90 
W.H. Edmunds, collector, 410 00 
Alfred Davis, warden, Cita a Us 
John Fellows, collector for 

1864, Va 22 
Win. H. Edmunds, collector, 628 15 
os ‘¢ abatement, 34 08 
‘‘ oe non-resi- 
dent receipts, 1s 
Alfred Davis, collector for 

1865, on abatements, 6. 42 
Alfred Davis, collector for 

1866, Ouie 
in abatements on bank stock 

illegally assessed, 106 57 
cash, tax money, 22 85° 


wee tare eee 


$10,751 46 


Current Hapenses. 


Mar. 16, Paid horse hire to move secretary and books, 


April 


John Proctor, use of hall for town 
meeting, 


H. 5S. Way: for invoice book, 


$1 00 


ear fare to Manchester on Helen Pear- ™ 


sons’ case, 

hotel bill, same time, 

Independent Press, Association, for 
printing reports of 1866, 


46 00 


B. W. Sanborn, for books and station’y, 24 19 


_E.. H. Rollins, for revenue stamps, 
Concord Post Office, postage stamps, 
board bills while taking invoice, 


4 90 
2 00 
11 25 


April. 


May 1, 


10, 
15 


27, 


6 


three car fares to East Andover and © 
one back, 

George Sleeper, board bill while mak- 
ing taxes, 

car fare to Concord on Phelps case, 

hotel bill at Concord, 

for collector’s book, 

car fare to Franklin, W. A. Emery’s 

_ case, the 

hotel bill, 

three car inne to East Andover and 
one back, 

Davis’ car fake to Andover Centre, 

car fare to Concord on Phelps’ case, 

hotel bill, 

car fare to Concord for counsel on 
school house tax Dis. No. 10, 

hotel bill, 

three dinners at Potter Place, 

S. S. Moulton, public watering place, 

transient pauper car fare, 

car fare to Franklin to see Barnard, 

car fare to Concord on road case, 

hotel bill, 

car fare to East Andover, road case, 

two dinners at Wesley J. Cilley’s, 

car fare to Concord, to see Minot road 
case, 

hotel bill, 

Davis’ car fare to Potter Place, 

E.G. Emery, for school book, 

hotel bill at Winslow House at the 
mountain road hearing, 

Wm. H. Huntoon, horse hire to Salis- 
bury, 


car fare from Potter Place to Frank- . 


lin and back to East Andover, 
car fare to Kast Andover and back, 
car fare to Concord and hotel bill, 
Cyrus Gookin, for taking affidavits, 


J. W. Keniston, horse hire to Wilmot, 


car fare to Fisherville on county pau- 
per matters, 


1 40 


~ 16 00 


2 70 
1 50 
1 25 


Oct. 


hotel bill, 1 00 
B.G. Howe, hotel bill and use of team 

at the mountain road hearing, 37 00 
car fare to Concord to pay county tax | 

and expenses, 3 70 
car fare to Kast Andover, 70 
Moses T. Brown, for three dinners, 1 50 
K. G@. Emery, for making affidavits in 

pauper case, 50 
car fare to Concord on county pauper 

case and expenses, 3 20 
J. W. Keniston, horse hire to Wilmot, 

Mrs. Dolsby’s case, 1 00 
Cyrus Gookin, for making affidavits, 

Lydia Davis’ case, 1 00 
dinner and horse baiting, 50 
car fare to Andover, jury meeting, 35 
Watson Dickerson, L. Davis’ case, 1 00 
car fare to Concord on pauper case, 2 70 
car fare from Concord to West Ando- 

ver and back on Phelps’ case, 3 20 
Richards’ horse to North Wilmot, 75 
hotel bill at Concord two days, 350 ~ 
J. W. Keniston, horse to Wilmot, 1 00 

car fare to Kast Andover, 70 
J. Fellows, horse to Wilmot on Mrs. 

Dolsby’s case, 1 00 
dinner and horse baiting, 1 00 
John Woodbury, Jr., for making affi- 

davits in Dolsby’s case, 50 
J. W. Keniston, horse to Salisbury, 

pauper case, ¢ 75 
car fare to Concord and expenses, 4 20 
postage stamps, 20 
ear fare to East Andover, 70 
horse baiting at Samuel Brown’s, 25 


expenses at Franklin to settle with Fogg, 50 
insurance policy on town farm build- 


ings for five years, 16 50 
Samuel Brown, two dinners, — 50 
car fare to Andover Centre, 70 


car fare to Concord to pay State tax, 200 
hotel bill, | 1 06 


Feb. 


8 


George I’. Sleeper, for stationery, 1 72 
car fare to East Andover, | 70 
car fare to North Boscawen, Charles 
Huntoon’s case, ye ae 
hotel: bill at Franklin, | 50 
George F. Sleeper, horse to Wittnos 
on Mrs. Dolsby’s case, 1 00 


B. W. Sanborn, for General Statutes, 5 00 
Davis’ car fare to East Canaan on C, 

KX. Sargent’s case, 2 a} 
car fare to Bast Andov er, pauper case, 70 
Clark Durgin, public watering place, 3 00 
J. We Reniwion! horse’ to East Andover, 1 00 


care fare to Concord; county pauper 


matters, 210 
hotel bill, ee 
B. W. Sanborn: check lists, 1 50 


car fare to Concord to settle pauper 
cases and get county pauper money, 2 70 


hotel bill, 2 50 
C. P. Wait, abatement of taxes, 7 00 
car fare to West Andover, 50 
J. W. Keniston, town clerk fees, 52 58 
John ‘Fellows, Hane hire tok, Andover, 1 00 
postage stamps, dO 
car fare to Hast Andover to appraise 
property on town farm, 70 
E.G. Emery, supt. school committee, 43 00 
J. L. Keniston, constable fees, 37 00 
Eliab Shattuck, for keeping two paupers, 1 25 
John Graves, horse to Lincoln,’ 5 00 
farsa hi expenses same time, 3 50 
4g 43 28 1-2 days services as 
sty selectman, 42 75 
cg ‘cs 8 «1-2 days ‘services as 
overseer of the poor, 12.73 
Geotge Sleeper, services as selectman, 69 70 
K services as overseer of 
the poor, 30 00 


bg ‘s treasurer's fees, 5302 


$642 86 


Q . 


| Betra Highway. 


1867. 
April 13, Paid O. E. Eastman for eee roads, $7 00 
Augustus Shaw $6 7 00 
27, George R. Kenniston ‘< 7 00 
W. A. Emery, bill and costs, 18 44 
May 1, John Graves, for bills paid for breaking 
roads, RS Es) 
10, W. 5S. Marston, for land damage, 175 00 
20, W.D. Tuttle, lan 50 00 
We H. W. Carter, damage on goods and 
+1» Cost, 60 70 
June 27, FF. H. Pettengill for breaking road, 3 00 
Aug. 5, Daniel Davis 5 00 
6, Green Greeley for repairing bridge, 11 75 
24, H. W. Kilburn for work on road, 8 00 
Sept. 6, J. A. Rowe 66 2 00 
12; J. L. Keniston, bridge plank and labor, 17 40 
oS. Jere Tucker for work on road, 11 50 
285,553 Amasa Clark for making culvert, ioo 
Oct 12, Harvey Durgin for work on road, 23 80 
28, A. B. Durgin for building new road, 212 40 
ae. C. J. White for roubling the bank of 
| the river at abutment of White bridge, 50 00 
Nov. 6, Albert W. Foge for damage to team 
and persons, 12 50 
fa T. K. Swett for labor on road, 3 50 
Dec. 17, A. B. Durgin for extra work on new road, 19 00 
Frank Avery for labor on road, 10 25 
1868. 
Jan. 4, B. E. Swett for plank, 7 22 
MH 20, | Alfred Weare for labor on highway, 3d 90 
Feb. 6, B.S. Clark, damage on sleigh, 2 00 
ioe Ziba Severance, labor on road, 26 91 
Ld; James Flanders, cf 1 50 
T. C. Hobbs, 6s 2 50 
T. C. Hobbs for keeping man and team 
on account of bad road, 4 00 
EK. G. Chase for damage on sleigh, 1 50 
C. E. Willey for damage and detention 
by bad road, .. 2 00 
J. Brown, bridge plank and labor, 18 10 


Merriam Durgin for covering stone, — 3 00 


“10 


Feb. 20, J. D. Philbrick, labor on highway, 17,50 
H. 8. Clay, breaking roads, 11 00 
$832 25 


Extra Town Paupers. 


Mar. 26, Paid House of Reformation for Hellen A. | 
‘Persons, from Jan. 31, 1866 to Jan. / 
31, 1867, $51 85 
April 3, John Buzzell for hay for Silas Cutting, 6 35 
Abner Hall for hay for Silas Cutting, 2 00 
May 13, Burleigh & Co. for flour for Jeremiah 
Bartlett, 13 00 
June 15, Charles Huntoon, Jr., for support of 
Charles Huntoon to September 10, 27 50 
‘burial ¢ expenses of C. Huntoon and wife, 24 42 


Doctor’s bill of C. Huntoon, 2225 
Hannah West’ for support of J. W. 
West'to Feb. 10, 47 weeks, 94 00 
24s F. Pettengill for wéod for Silas Cut- 
ting in 1866, 8 00 
transient pauper car fare, 1 00 


July 29, John Graves for labor for S. Cutting, 3 00 
Nov. 14, House of Reformation for Hellen A. 


Persons, 32 weeks, 32 00 
Jan. L. A. Follansbee for support of E. K. 
Sargent to Jan. 1, 1868, 39 00 
20, .¢ H. A. Weymouth for attending Almira 
~ Dolby in 1866, 1 50 
A.A. Weymouth for attending Mrs. 
Cutting, Jan. 1867, 3 90 


Tuttle & "Pevare for fone for J. Bartlett, 13 00 

Feb. 3, Wm. S. Marstin, goods for Romane 
Smith in 1865, 2 00 
Shattuck for keeping transient pauper, 1 25 


$346 02 
County Paupers. 
1868. 
Paid Ruth S. Gorden for the support of Judith Adams, 39 00 
Stevens & Shaw, meal for J. Davis, Lipb 


H. A. Weymouth for doctoring Lydia Davis, AT 75 
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Paid Dr. Weymouth for doctoring Judith Adams, 4 00 
Tuttle & Pevare, goods for Javis and family, 10 18 
Tuttle & Pevare, goods for Versal Tilton, >a by Poe aE 
C. W. Cole, coods for J. Davis, 9 42 
W.S. Marston, goods for Romane Smith in 1865, 2 00 
C. W. Bartlett, goods for J. Davis, 40) 
Alvin A. Buswell for care of transient pauper, 16 10 
H. N. Mason for doctoring Rhapsey Chase, 3 00 
E. Shattuck for keeping transient pauper, 1 00 
clothing for Versal Tilton, 15 23 
Precilla Marshall’s board, 4 26 00 
keeping transient paupers, 2 50 
board of Rhapsey Chase, S 3 96 
board of Thomas Healey and wife, 7 22 
Alfred Davis, expenses in Lydia Davis case, 4.77 
Dr. Mason for doctoring transient pauper, 450 

$199 73 
School Districts. 

Dist. No. 1. Paid Jeremiah Tucker, S285 
2 John T. Gilman, 62 76 
3 John EK. Babbitt, 70 14 
4 Abel Baker, | 115 42 
5. S. L. Elkins, 70 08 
6. George Preble and 8. C. Fifield, 43 81 
7 J. D. Philbrick, _ 102-42 
8 W. H. Cilleyj:i 7 64 18 
9 A. C. Thompson, 47 06 
10. E. G. Emery, 170 84 
Le. A. S. Greeley, © 29 61 
12. C. B. Hilton, 48 46 
13. M. W. Rowell, 45 77 

14. 
15. Frank Avery, 10 18 
$913 58 
Due School District No. 14, $17 37 

Old Debts. 
1867. 

Mar. 14, Paid Ruth Sleeper, note and interest, $332 33 


21% J. M. Shirley (Hannah Fellows’ note), 349 12 


12 


June 3, Mrs. E. H. Davis, 20 00 
Aug. 20, W. A. Batchelder, note and interest, 297 75 
Sept. 6, Joseph Osgood, | ee 2 595 50 
Oct. 28, Aaron Cilley, | e i AD ST 
A. B. Durgin, oF 100 75 

Noy. 27, C. Durgin (Wm. N. Sanborn note) ; 293 58 
30, Abby Davis, note and interest, 50 70 

Dec. 17, James Bailey, .. ‘° 106 10 
19, E. C. Kenniston, two notes and. sabere ail 334 39 


Jonathan Ripack: note and interest, 388 74 
Feb. 15, James Flanders, Carat on Phelps note, 45 32 


aie - $8,035 15 
_ Account of Dog Tax. 
1867. Collected tax on dogs, | 56 00 
- Cash in the Treasury, Feb. 20, 1867, 53 00 
7 $109 00 
Paid Damage done by Dogs in 186 7. 
1867. Paid Cutting S. Greeley, . $3 00 
| ‘Green Greeley, 2 50 
Wm. Graves, 6 00 
Joseph B. Emery, | 3 50 
Hiram Fellows, 14 00 
Frank Tucker, 3 00 
JP. Philbricks)}{j 2°30 
H. S. Clay, 16 00 
v#) —— $50 50 
Cash in the Treasury, 58 50 
— $109 00 


Lawyer and Witness Pees. 
Aug. 1, Paid Mason W. Tappan on Mountain road 


2 


case, $45 00 
Minot & Mugridge, on account, 20 00 
Joseph A. Rowe, witness fees, 4.00 
Ziba Severance, ..,. ‘6° ° 2 00 
John Woodbury, Jr., * 5 00 
John Feilows, — 6 | 6 00 
Minot Stearns, cc 2 00 
James Scales, 6 | 2 00 


Tilton, 6 1 00 


13 


Aug. 1, Paid Wm. Brown for summoning witnesses, 2 00 
Albert Little, costs for Commissioners, . 
witness and sheriff fees in the Moun- 


tain road case, 


RECAPITULATION. 


Whole amount of money received by the 


Select- 


men for the year ending Feb. 20, 1868, 


Which is accounted for as follows: 


210 62 


$299 62 


$10,751 46 


Paid current expenses, $642 86. 
extra highway, 832 25 
town pauper, 346 Q2 | 
county pauper, 199 73 
school district, 913:58 
old debts, 3,0389'15 23 
damage done by dogs, - 50.50 
Lawyer and witness fees, 299 62 
State tax, 2,218 75 
County tax, 895 44 . 
Collector of taxes for 1867, 64 61 
balance of Collector’s fees for 1864, 33 22 
ee es abe abatements for 1865, 6 72 
6 1866, 8 79 
es es on bank 
stock tax, not collectable by law, 10657 
Wm. H. Edmonds, abatements for 
1867, 34 08 
non-resident receipt, eld 
Alfred Davis as Warden, Select- 
man and Overseer of Poor, 350 00 
Cash in the Treasury, 712 44 


10,751 46 


1868, Feb. 20. Debts against the town, including en- 


terest. 


E. G. Graves, 

Wm. B. Emery, for Wm. Brown, 
Watson Dickerson, 

Lowel Brown, 


Abby Stone, 


1,912 36 
615 87 
“2,336 91 
827 O1 
2,036 57 
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Samuel Swett, 
Hiram Cross, 
Daniel Piper, 
John Shaw, 
Friend Bailey, Jr., 
Dorothy Farnum, 
E. G. Chase, 
Jacob Weare, 
Susan Smith, 

John Shaw, 
' Josiah W. Emery, 
Isaiah Phelps, 

Alonzo B. Thompson, 
William D. Woodbury, 
Andrew C. Thompson, 
Andrew C. Thompson, 
Elizabeth H. Davis, 
Elizabeth H. Davis, 
John Shaw, 

James Bailey, 

Samuel W. Sargent, 
Green Greeley, 

Silas C. Fifield, 

Jane Mitchel, 

Lydia Brown, 

EK. G. Emery, 
Jonathan Emery, 
Abby Loverin, 

Alfred Davis, 

Alfred Davis, 
William Brown note, 
William Graves, 
Levinna Brown, 
Nancy M. Maxon, 
William Graves, 
William D. Woodbury, 
Aid sae Oe a 

die Caxr, 

Simeon Hall, 

Green Greeley, 

G. J. Swett, 
Josephine Wood, 


$20,744 66 


184 18 
418 21 
596 69 
122 49 
122 49 
122 49 
205 68 
182 34 
306 42 
364 14 
241 55 
755 36 


- 150 33 


120 40 
119 14 
222 81 
167 13 

85 15 
127 95 


1,112 83 


469 27 
114 96 
343 26 
202 85 
178 54 


1,097 36 
1,192 06 


69 38 
530 00 
211 00 

73 57 
524 00 

52 50 

36 43 
517 50 
102 72 
509 66 
305 30 
202 10 
101 05 
151 50 
303 15 
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Debts due the town. 


Due from John Wadleigh, note, 70 69 
George M. Stevens, collector for 1863, 5 62 
John Fellows, collector for 1864, | 59 48 
Hiram French, aid agent, 142 59 
Wm. H. Edmonds, collector for 1867, 940 3a 
Cash in the treasury, 712 54 
$1,968 25 
Debts against the town, 20,744 66 
due as 1,968 25 


Actual indebtedness, Feb. 20, 1868, $18,776 41 


The awards made by the County Commissioners 
for land damage on the Mountain Road, laid 
out the past year, and which has not been paid, 
amounts to $445 00 
We have been notified that our proportion 
of the State tax for 1868, will be 2,218 75 
County tax, 909 01 
School tax authorized by law, 710 00 | 
$3,837 76 


GEORGE SLEEPER, en 


ALFRED DAVIS, of 
JOHN GRAVES, Andover, 


16 
AUDITOR'S REPORT. 


I have examined the Selectmen’s accounts for the year 1867; 
and find that’ the receipts from Feb. 20, 1867, to Feb. 20, 
1868, are $10,651 46, and the amount paid out, is $10,039 02. 
Cash in the treasury, 712 44. All of which is properly 
vouched for and correctly cast. 


JACOB F. KENERSON, Auditor. 


Report of Town Farm for the year ending Feb.20, 1868. 
: Dr. 
To amount of:property on hand, as per _ ¥ 
inventory Feb. 20, 1867, $1,793 92 
Amount of property bought for the farm, . 630 44 
Alfred Davis, services as Warden, Select- 


man and Overseer of the Poor, 850 00 
$2,774 36 
CR. 
By amount of property on hand, as per | 
| inventory Feb. 20, 1868, » 1,817 77 
Amount of property sold off the farm, 662 41 
Alfred Davis, services as Selectman and 
Overseer of the Poor, phy | 57 00 f 
| | : $2,537 18 
Balance against the farm, 237 18 


ALFRED DAVIS, of 


GEORGE SLEEPER, ) Overseers 
JOHN GRAVES, the Poor. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending School Committee, in submitting to the town 
his Annual Report, is happy to be able to say that the past year has 
been one of usual prosperity to our schools. Nothing has occurred 
to mar the general harmony. Teachers have been, in most cases, 
competent and faithful, and scholars studious. In saying this, how. 
ever, I do not wish it to be understood that I believe our schools 
have been all that they should have been, that they have been so 
good that they could have been no better. That the greatest 
amount of good may result from our school appropriations, we need 
a more general interest in our schools, a more heartfelt sympathy 

and cordial co operation on the part of all our citizens. A public 
" sentiment concerning them that will show itself, not only in the gen- 
erosity with which it supplies pleasant and well furnished schools 
houses, faithful and efficient teachers, but, also, in the watchfnl and 
devoted care it exercises over all the interests pertaining to them, 
over all moneys devoted to school purposes, the manner of its ap- 
plication, and the benefits arising therefrom. It is not enough 
that our citizens pay liberally for the support of schools, whether 
parents or not. ‘This should be accompanied by such good feelings 
and kind wishes as will give strength and vitality to their liberality. 
And it is no less for the interest than it is the duty of every individ- 
ual to thus devote himself and his means to their success and use- 
fulness. Every one who would act wisely in a pecuniary point of 
view will do this, for, in the fitting words of another, ‘* For every 
dollar prudently invésted in the great cause of popular education, 
a dividend will be obtained larger than that obtained from any other’ 
investment. This dividend will not consist solely in the great 
gains which will accrue from the intellectual and moral culture of 
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the youth of a town, but in the rapid advancement of all its real 
estate. If there is a single town within our State which maintains 
a more exalted position than others in relation to its system of 
public education, it will be found that the real estate within that 
yown will be greater than in other towns of equal natural advan- 
tages, but of less liberal and judicious arrangements for common 
school instruction.” If it is thus for the interest, as well as the 
duty, of those citizens who have no children, to labor for the effi- 
ciency of our schools, how infinitely more is it for the interest, and, 
also, the duty of those who are parents to labor for it. Can parents 
have a more imperative duty or a greater interest in this world? 
You are, by nature, the guardians of your offspring. ‘To you it 
not only looks for care and protection, but, also, for guidance and 
direction. 

Your child, as a right, demands at your hands every opportunity 
it is in your power to give, for its development, physically, mentally, 
and morally. And he who withholds such opportunities ‘* commits 
a crime” against his child. Parents are the most natural and best 
educators of their children, if they perform their duties honestly and 
faithfully. These duties cannot be ignored or transferred. You may 
call to your aid the teacher, but he will be an assistant only in the great 
work of education. Notwithstanding, you, father, mother, occupy 
the first position in the education of your child, the position of the’ 
teacher is an important one, and it is of the utmost consequence 
that you make a wise selection here. ‘* You submit your little ones 
to the care of the teacher at an age when the minds and hearts are 
susceptible of the most lasting impressions, impressions which will 
grow with their growth and strengthen with their strengh! How 
desirable it is that these impressions be of the right kind and made 
in the right manner.” There is no being, unless it be the mother, 
that can get so closely down to the little plastic nature of childhood, 
and shape it at will, as the affectionate teacher. He moulds and 
fashions it as he pleases. He paints upon it characters that will 
endure when canvass and marble have faded and crumbled. He is 
constantly stamping upon it, unconsciously it may be, his own char- 
aracter, his own feelings, his own disposition. Of what high mo- 
ment is it that this character be beautiful and comely in all its 
parts, these feelings high and noble, this disposition gentle and 
lovely. The value of a good teacher is thus expressed by the late 


Aes 


Dr. Channing :—‘‘ There is no office higher than that of a teacher 
of youth, for there is nothing on earth so precious as the mind, 
soul and character of a child. No office should be regarded with 
greater respect. The first minds should be encouraged to assume 
it. Parents should do all but impoverish themselves to induce such 
to become the guardians of their children.” 

It is not enough to know that the applicant has taught school 
somewhere, been approved by some comittee-man, had the advan- 
tages of some Academy or High School, that some interested aunt 
or uncle thinks him a very nice young man, and that he will make 
a very good teacher, or that some dear parents are very desirous 
that their son or daughter shall keep school. Men are needed to 
engage teachers, who are interested in the prosperity of our schools, 
who are ready to sacrifice friendship, ignore relationship, smother 
all resentment and prejudice, spend not only time but money, 
that they may secure the best talent and discipline for the training 
of our youth. We should keep before us the Prussian maxim,— 
‘¢ As is the master, so vs the school,” and remember that it is not so much 
the quantity of schooling that our children receive, as the quality, 
A few weeks with an earnest, efficient teacher, who understands 
human nature, knows how to come down to their pliant hearts, 
arouse their curiosity, awaken their interest, and draw out their 
young thoughts, are worth more than years spent with a novice, 
‘who knows little and cares less about his business. 

Then let all, as a first requisite for a good school, see to it that, 
if we have any teacher, we have a good one. As was aptly said 
by another, ‘* A good teacher is cheap at a high price, and a poor 
teacher is dear at any price.” Better that we have no schools than 
poor ones. Better that our school houses be locked, and our school 
appropriations put at interest and distributed among our children 
as they become of age, than be expended as they sometimes are. 

But parents’ duties are not all performed when they have secured 
the right teacher ; something more is needed. You are to see that 
your children are constant in their attendance at school, that they 
are there at the commencement of each school session, and remain 
until its close. Perhaps in no respect do our schools suffer more than 
from the inconstancy, tardiness, and dismissal of their members. 
Some parents seem to think the school house a convenient place of 
refuge for their children when they have nothing for them to do. 
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They send them to school. on such days and at such times of the 
day as suit their own convenience, without any regard to the pupils’ 
or. the school’s welfare. This is all wrong. Irregularity of attend- 
ance injures the school i in various ways. It destroys the interest of 
the scholar, breaks up classes, creates discontent, and discourages 
the teacher. It not only prevents the advancement of the one who 
is inconstant, but it also retards the progress of all with whom he is 
connected. It not only deprives the child of that culture which 
he might otherwise receive, but worst of all, it. gives him habits 
and ideas that cling to him through all his after life... Habits of 
idleness and inattention, ideas that lead to a low estimate of the 
value of time, punctuality, energy, devotion to business, and of that 
good. old maxim, that ‘*What.1s worth doing at all 1s worth doing 
well.” Tardiness and dismissal before the close of school hours 
have a more fatal and disorganizing tendency even than inconstancy 
of attendance, in proportion to the tirne it takes from the pupil’s 
schooling 

Of the 391 scholars j in town in April, as reported by the select- 
men, the average attendance has been only 274, or 70. per cent. 
There have been 1520 instances of dismissal and tardiness in our 
schools the, past year. If we estimate the average loss to each 
scholar, every time he was tardy or dismissed, to have been one 
half-hour, which is, probably, a very low estimate, we find that such 
scholars have suffered, in the aggregate, an actual loss of nearly. 
twents y-five weeks of school time, or 14 per cent of the whole time 
our schools have, been in session ; to say nothing of the injury it has 
inflicted upon our schools as a body. These losses are to be re- 
gretted, whether regarded in a pecuniary or intellectual point of 
view. The town, the last year, has sustained a loss on account of 
them. of more than one-third of its school appropriation. 

What a fearful responsibility are those parents incurring, who take 
so little interest in the education of their children that they know 
not whether they are in the school during the day, skating upon the 
pond, sliding down the hill, hanging around shops or the corners of 
streets, ae the possibility . of soon graduating from the “STREET 
SCHOOL” to one of much smaller dimensions. Street education is a 
kind one can receive too much of, for the more he attains the nearer 
ruin he is. A city missionary visited an unhappy young man in 
jail, waiting his trial for a State prison crime. ‘Sir,” said the 
prisoner, tears-running down his cheeks, “I had a good home edu- 
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cation ; it was my street education that ruined me. I used to re- 
main from school and go off with the boys in the street, In the 
street I learned to lounge; in the street I learned to swear; in the 
street I learned to smoke; in the street I learned to gamble; in the 
street I learned to pilfer. O, sir, istis in the street the devil lurks 

to work the ruin of the young.” | | 

Again, parents’ duties to their children and the -school have not 
ended when they have secured a good teacher and the constant and 
seasonable attendance of their children. Something still remains 
to make the teacher as efficient and the school as good as it may be- 
This is the watchful and sustaining influence of every citizen wn thé 
district. ‘There is no teacher however strong but that may be made 
stronger by the kind words and friendly encouragement of his pat- 
rons. There is no school however good but that may be made bet- 
ter by the sympathizing spirit and vitalizing activity of its friends. 
And will parents refuse to render this encouragement to the good 
teacher in his labor of love? Will you withhold your sympathy 
from your co-laborer, your younger brother or sister, in the great 
work of educating your children? The good teacher is doing your 
work for you, or, rather, assisting you to do it, and doing it well, 
too. And will you hesitate to show your appreciation of his faith- 
ful efforts? There are many ways in which this appreciation can 
be manifested. It can be done by kind salutations and recognitions, 
by calling upon him, inviting him to your homes, cheering him on 
in his labors, by inspiring your children with a spirit of obedience, 
respect, and industry, aud by visiting his school. How many pa- 
rents do this? Rather, how small a proportion of them see tlie in- 
side of the school house from year’s end to year’s end? During 
the year just closed, there have been recorded in the school regis- 
ters but THIRTY-FOUR visits of parents to ALL of our schools. These 
figures speak for themsclyes. 

Many parents appear to have the idea that, if they pay their taxes 
and send their children to school, it is all that is required of them. 
They shun the school house and avoid the teacher. Should this be 
so? The school house is your property. You have aright to en- 
ter. There is free admission. Here are your children, your dear- 
est treasures. Here, too, is your servant, the teacher. Will you 
avoid, will you neglect them? Will you manifest no interest in the 
work being performed here, and the manner of its performance? 
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Would you so treat any other servant, any other business? Would 
you intrust the care of your cattle and horses even, to any one with- 
out looking after him and learning how he is discharging his duties? 
And do you take less interest in your children than in your cattle 
and horses? It should be borae in mind that, if the maxim is true, 
‘‘AsS IS THE MASTER, SO IS THE SCHOOL,” so is it equally true, 
‘“‘AS ARE THE PARENTS, SO WILL BE THE TEACHER AND THE 
SCHOOL.” | 


THE SCHOOLS. 


Disrrict No. 1. 


But one term of school here, kept by Miss Abbie F. Keniston, 
her first effort at teaching. The school was small, numbering but 
eight scholars. 1 was obliged to forego a visit at its close, but, 
from what I saw when I did visit it, and from what I have been 
able to learn of it, I conclude the results were satisfactory. 


Districr No. 2. 


During both terms, this school was in charge of Miss Hattie HK. 
Weymouth, an excellent scholar and faithful teacher. This lady’s 
attainments amply qualify her for the instruction of a school of any 
grade. Progress good. The discipline and habits of study would 
have admitted of improvement. 

The teacher, in her remarks, says: ‘*This term of school has 
been very pleasant to me. All made good progress, and some ex- 
traordinary improvement, considering the shortness of the term.” 


District No. 38. 


This school, during the summer term, was under the instruction 
of Miss Sarah E. Babbitt, her first service in the school room. A 
decided success. ‘The teacher, enthusiastic and devoted; scholars, 
obedient and industrious. Register, a model of neatness. The 
number of visits to this school attests the interest with which it was 
regarded. The teacher says: ‘‘I have had no whispering in school 
hours, and I am confident that a number of the scholars have not 
whispered during the term. I think that the scholars generally, 
have tried to do their best, both in their studies and their behavior.” 
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The school, during the winter term, was under the instruction of 
Miss M. A. E. Sanborn, an experienced teacher, who had enjoyed 
the excellent training afforded by the Normal School for young la- 
dies, at Salem, Mass. Much was expected of a teacher with such 
means of culture, without any disappointment in results. The 
school presented a very pleasant aspect. Quiet and industry were 
the prevailing characteristics. Three young ladies, who had been 
teachers, betook themselves to the privileges offered by this school, 
which gave it a high character for scholarship. 


District No. 4. 


Miss Jennie H. Ayres, the teacher both terms. Miss Ayres had 
previously taught in another district in town, gaining a good repu- 
tation, and this reputation was more than sustained in her new po- 
sition. A kind and happy spirit pervaded the school room. All 
appeared to feel that it was a pleasant home, and every member 
seemed interested to make it so. In a word, an excellent school 
with a model teacher. The estimation in which the teacher was 
held was shown by avaluable present at the close of the second 
term. It gives me great pleasure to learn of the election of this 
lady to a permanent position in a yearly school in an adjoining State. 
One little scholar, Freddie Davis, had not been tardy or absent from 
school for nineteen weeks. 


Districr No. 5. 


Miss Hattie A. Martin was the teacher the first term. This lady 
is an acute and accurate scholar, a wide-awake, energetic teacher. 
She loves children and readily moulds them to her liking. With 
such a teacher there could be but one result, a successful school. 
The teacher in her report says: ‘‘I found the school a very pleas- 
ant one. ‘Two scholars, Nora Elkins and Eva Martin, have not 
whispered during the term.” 

Miss Hattie E. Weymouth was the teacher the second term. A\I- 
lusion has already been made to this teacher'in connection with an- 
other school in town. She brought to this the same characteristics, 
ability and fidelity for which she was esteemed in the former, and 
secured, I am led to believe, equally good results. Bad weather 
prevented a second visit to this school. 
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Districr No. 6. 


Miss Eliza A. Buswell kept the summer.school. This lady pos- 
sessed good literary qualifications, was kind and. amiable, but the 
discipline of the school was not quite satisfactory. More experi- 
ence, however, will enable this teacher to impart valuable instruc- 
tion to the young. As the school closed abruptly I did. not visit it 
but once. 

Charles H. Clark kept the winter school. His first school; an 
excellent beginning. ‘The teacher, young, ambitious, and consecrat- 
ed to his work, inspired his pupils with his own spirit. Perfect 
harmony seemed to exist between teacher and taught. All were 
interested, and, with regret, saw the last hours of the term approach. 
A few declamations at the closing examination added interest to the 
occasion. The teacher, in his remarks, says: ‘Hight scholars have 
not whispered during the term, andas many more only once. -Mar- 
tha Woodbury did not make a failure while attending school.” 


Disrricr No. 7. 


This school, in summer, was taught by Miss Mary S. Rollins, 
her first experience in teaching. This teacher.entered upon her 
work with a sincere desire to be successful and useful. The disci- 
pline, at first, was not as good as was desirable, but improved be- 
fore the close of the school. Many of the scholars made quite good 
progress. 

Here is good blood and ever has been, and when a teacher ‘‘thor- 
oughly furnished untc every good word and worth,” is found and con- 
tinued in this school, it will become ‘‘a MODEL school, equalled by 
few, excelled by none.” 

The school, in winter, was taught by Miss Mary L. Parsons. 
‘“‘A good name” preceded this lady. Her mild, kind and decided 
manner soon secured a pleasant state. of discipline, and the school 
was in a good and progressive condition during the term., An ex- 
cellent feeling appeared to exist between instructress and pupils. 
The exercises were all interesting. It was evident that the teacher 
had labored faithfully and efficiently, and that her labors were 
crowned with success. | 

The teacher remarks: ‘‘The scholars have manifested a good de- 
gree of interest, always ready to obey, and yield to every wish of 
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mine. Punctnality, good lessons, and good behavior have made the 
school, in my opinion, a very successful one.” 


District No. 8. 


Both terms of this school were kept by Miss Nancy E. Burrell. 
The excellent repute in which this teacher was held last year has 
not suffered during the present. She is an earnest worker in the 
school room, making it a lively scene of activity and energy. She 
has taught three terms in succession, in her own district, gaining 
and retaining the entire respect of both scholarsand parents. Miss 
Burrell left before the close of the second term, for a more lucra- 
tive place in a neighboring town. The school was finished by Miss 
Nellie M. Spaulding, whose short term of service here afforded in- 
dications of future success in her vocation. A few young ladies, 
well advanced in their studies, and devoted scholars, added much to 
the character of the school. 


District No. 9. 

Only one term of school, kept by Miss Abbie M. Sargent. This, 
in all respects, was a good school.. The teacher, a thorough scholar, 
knew not only how to teach, but, also, how to disezpline her schools 
so here were found not only good recitations but good order. What 
was learned was well learned. Nothing left half done. One scholar 
here, Miss Judkins, would be an ornament to any school. She had 
completed, during this term, Greenleaf’s National Arithmetic, near- 
ly completed Algebra, had obtained suflicient knowledge of Latin to 
construe it readily, and was a proficient in English Grammar and 
Analysis. 


District No. 10 


Miss Mary E. Marston teacher, both terms. This lady has been 
. sufficiently tried in the service of the town to have fixed upon her 
the stamp of a good currency. The improvement of this school, 
each term, was marked, and, judged by the recent examination at 
the close of the winter term, it stood unsurpassed in the patient per- 
severance of the teacher, and in the promptness and accuracy of its 
recitations. Here, too, was found one scholar, Myra Downes, 


‘ 
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whose lady-like deportment, devotion to duty, and fine scholarship 
merit special mention. May she have every advantage which her 
clear head and beautiful character so imperatively demand. 


{ 
Districr No. 11. 


One term, teacher, Miss Ellen J. Rowe. ° This teacher is too well 
known here to require any commendation. It is enough to say that 
she has not fallen below ‘‘her former self.” She possesses the skill 
and tact for a much larger school. The school, though small, is an 
interesting one, containing some good scholars, and reflecting much 
credit on their fidelity and industry. In her remarks, the teacher 
says: ‘The attendance has been quite regular, for which the pa- _ 
rents, as well as the scholars, deserve praise.” 


Districr No. 12. 


This school was kept by Miss Lucy J. Emery; her first school, 
This young lady, possessing a good mind and thorough and exact 
scholarship, richly deserves better advantages than she has ever en- 
joyed. She labored with ability and in a faithful spirit, receiving 
her reward in the advancement of her pupils. 

From what I saw at my last visit, I received the impression that 
here were a few active, wide-awake boys, to whom some ‘ Police 
Compound” would have been of essential service. 


Districr No. 13. 

Here, too, was but one term of school, under the care of Mr, 
John Emery, a veteran in the service; having, during this term of 
school, completed his one hundred and one months of school keep- 
ing. For ability and exactness of teaching, he has seldom had an 
equal. He can yet be of much service to the young. Much atten- 
tion had been given to the defining and pronunciation of words, 
which will ever be of great value to these scholars. The examina. 
tion at the close of the school proved quite satisfactory. 


District No. 14. 


There was no school in this District. 
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District No. 15. 


The school here was united with that in District No. 12. 


The amount of money raised by tax the past year for the support 
of schools was $724.73. ‘‘The appropriation from the avails of’ 
the Literary Fund and Railroad Tax was” $195.50; ‘‘ amounting 
in all to” $920.23; being less by $18.69, than that of last year. 

Sufficient attention, in the opinion of the committee, had not been 
given, in some of the schools, to Composition and Penmanship. 

Other facts in relation to the schools will be found in the annexed 


table. 
ELBRIDGE G. EMERY, 


Superintending School Committee of Andover. 
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